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THE MEMBER’S RESPONSIBILITY

Each member is responsible for the acts of the 

society!

In any decision made, the opinion of each member present 
has equal weight as expressed by vote—through which the 

voting member joins in assuming direct personal responsibility 
for the decision, should his or her vote be on the prevailing 
side.  [RONR, p. 2]

THE MEMBER’S RIGHTS

Members embrace their rights!

�Each individual or subgroup has the right to make the 
maximum effort to have his, her, or its position declared the 
will of the assembly to the extent that can be tolerated in 

the interests of the entire body.  [RONR, p. li]

�Members have the right to attend meetings, make motions 
or nominations, speak in debate, give previous notice, or 
vote. These basic rights may be curtailed only through 
disciplinary proceedings. 

CALL FOR THE 

ORDERS OF THE DAY

What do you do?

Debate has drifted away from the 
agenda or motion.  Or, it is now time 
to take up a special order.

One member can “Call for the 
Orders of the Day.”  (Get back to 
the agenda.)  However, the orders 
of the day can be set aside by a 
vote of two-thirds in the negative on 
the question “Will the assembly 
proceed to the orders of the day?”   

CALL FOR THE ORDERS OF THE DAY

In this example, the discussion has veered 
away from the type of computer and is instead 
on the fact that member X owns a computer 
store.

A member rises and, addressing the chair 
without waiting for recognition, says, 

Member:  Madam President, I call for the orders of 
the day.

President:  The Orders of the Day are called for.  The question is on the 
primary amendment to insert “Dell” before “computer”.  Is there further 

discussion on the amendment.
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CALL FOR THE 

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Example: Assume that at yesterday's 
meeting of a convention, a resolution was 
postponed and made a special order for 
11:30 A.M. today. That time has now 
arrived, but a member is speaking on a 
pending question. 

MEMBER A (rising and addressing the 
chair): Madam President, I call for the 
orders of the day. 

CHAIR: The orders of the day are called 
for. Yesterday the convention postponed 
the resolution relating to tax reform to 
11:30 A.M. today, and made it a special 
order. It is now 11:30. The question is on the 
resolution, "Resolved, That ..." RAISE A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE

What do you do?

Members in the back of the assembly hall are 
too noisy or the temperature is suddenly cool 

due to open windows. 

One member can “Raise a Question of 

Privilege” either relating to the privileges of the 

assembly as a whole or relating to a personal 

privilege.  If the two come into competition, 
the former takes precedence over the latter.

RAISE A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE

Example:  An important speech is in progress.  Members are having 

difficulty hearing because of the jackhammers in an alley beside the 

building. Member A rises and interrupts, addressing the chair: 

MEMBER A: Mr. President, I rise to a question of privilege affecting the 

assembly. 

CHAIR: The gentleman will state his question. 

MEMBER A: Mr. President, I don't think we're going to be able to hear unless 

some of the windows are closed. 

CHAIR: Will one of the ushers ask the building engineer to have the 

windows closed on the left side. May we have the sound turned up a little 

until the windows are closed. 

Can you recall the motions?

MAKE A POINT OF ORDER

What do you do?

A member notices a breach of 
order that may do harm if 
allowed to pass, such as, invited 
guests are participating in voice 
votes.

One member can rise, and 
without waiting for recognition, 
make a “Point of Order”.  She 
immediately addresses the chair, 
and points out that the rules are 
being violated and the member 
can have the chair  make a 
ruling.

MAKE A POINT OF ORDER

Example:  A member is speaking disparagingly about the fundraiser.

MEMBER A: I rise to a point of order. [Or, "Point of order!"] 

CHAIR: The member will state her point of order.

MEMBER A: I make the point of order that the rules provide that 
members will not speak adversely on a prior action of this 
organization when debate on it is not pending.

CHAIR:  The member’s point is well taken.  According to 
custom and indeed the adopted parliamentary rules, 
members will refrain from speaking adversely on prior actions 
of this assembly when debate on it is not pending.  The 
question is on the adoption of the motion to buy a computer 
and printer.
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DEMAND A 

SEPARATE VOTE ON 

DIFFERENT SUBJECTS 
OFFERED IN A SINGLE 

MOTION

What do you do?

A series of independent  ideas are on 
different subjects but are offered in 

the same motion, such as, a motion to 

“ buy flowers for the podium and to 

serve pizza at the next meeting.”

One member may demand a 

“Separate Vote on each Subject”, 

meaning that the parts be voted on 

separately.  A formal motion to divide 
is not used in this case

DEMAND A 
SEPARATE VOTE ON 
DIFFERENT SUBJECTS 

OFFERED IN A 
SINGLE MOTION

This is an example of a single motion with 2 

unrelated parts:  

CHAIR:  It is moved and seconded to purchase 

flowers for the podium and that we serve pizza 

for lunch. Is there any discussion?

MEMBER A:  "Mr. President, I call for a separate 

vote on each part of this motion.”  This demand 

must be asserted before the question is put to vote. 

CHAIR:  As these are independent ideas the 

Chair will state the question on each separately.  

The question is on the motion that the chapter 

purchase flowers for the podium.  Is there any 

discussion?

CALL FOR A DIVISION OF THE 

ASSEMBLY

What do you do?  

The Chair said, “Those in favor say ‘aye’”.  and  “Those opposed say 
‘no’”. Then she said:  “The ‘ayes’ have it and ……”  [Wait!  It didn’t 
SOUND like ‘the ayes’ had it!]

One member can call for a “Division of the Assembly” (vote taken 
again by rising) when the member doubts a voice vote or a show of 
hands vote.  

The chair will have the affirmative rise and then the negative.  If the 
chair remains in doubt, the chair may order a counted vote.  A 
member must make a motion to require a counted vote. 

�Example in which a member doubts the 
result of a voice vote.

�CHAIR:  The ayes have it and ...

�MEMBER: [calling from his seat, without 
obtaining the floor] Division! [or, I call for 
or "demand" a division or I doubt the result 
of the vote.]

�

�CHAIR: A division is called for [or 
"demanded"]. Those in favor of the 
motion will rise. [pause] Be seated.  Those 
opposed to the motion will stand. [pause].  
Be seated.  The noes have it and the 
chapter will not purchase a computer 
and printer.

CALL FOR A DIVISION 

OF THE ASSEMBLY

MAKE A PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

What do you do?

A motion is on the floor.  There has been much debate.  A 
member notices that the debate seems to have come full circle 
and no new thoughts are being put forward. The member wants 
to know if it is in order to move that debate be closed.   

One member make a “Parliamentary Inquiry”.  She can 
obtain information from the presiding officer on a matter of 
parliamentary law or the rules of the organization bearing 
on the business at hand.  It is the chair’s duty to answer 
such questions when it may assist the member to make an 
appropriate motion or  understand the parliamentary 
situation. 

*Similarly, A Member May “Make a Request for Information” 
(Non-Parliamentary)

MAKE A PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Example:  The member wants to know if it is in 

order to make a motion to close debate.

MEMBER A: Madam President, I rise to a 

parliamentary inquiry. [Or, "A parliamentary 
inquiry, please."] 

CHAIR: The member will state the inquiry. 

MEMBER A: Is it in order at this time to move the 

previous question? 
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“I OBJECT!” (TO UNANIMOUS 

CONSENT)

What do you do?

The president is in love with “unanimous 
consent”.  He uses it to adopt motions when 
he feels all are in agreement with the action. 
But sometimes a member may believe that it 
is wise to take a formal vote under the 
circumstances.

One member may say, “I Object”. No 
member should hesitate to object if he feels it 
is desirable to do so, but he should not object 
merely for dilatory purposes.  When there is 
an objection to unanimous consent, a vote is 
then taken.

Example:  A member has requested that her speaking privilege 
be extended to allow her to speak a third time on the pending 

motion. The Chair attempts to extend with unanimous consent.

CHAIR: Is there any objection to suspending the rules to allow 

the member to speak a third time on the pending motion?

MEMBER: I object!

CHAIR: There is an objection.  Those in favor of suspending the 

rules to allow the member to speak a third time on the pending 
motion, please rise . . . . .. 

“I OBJECT!” (TO UNANIMOUS CONSENT)

Can you recall the motions 2?

Thank you for your attention!!, Thank you for your attention!!, Thank you for your attention!!, Thank you for your attention!!, 

LUCY HICKS ANDERSON


